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Introduction

Redefining Network Security in a Distributed World

In an age where digital transformation drives business
innovation, the importance of robust network security
cannot be overstated. Enterprises face escalating cyber
threats while grappling with the complexities of distributed

operations, loT proliferation, and hybrid work models.

The Cisco Secure Firewall 1200 Series emerges as a

transformative solution, delivering enterprise-class

security, intelligent threat detection, and seamless scalability—all packed into a compact form factor.

This e-book provides an in-depth exploration of the Cisco Secure Firewall 1200 Series, blending technical insights
with real-world applications to help organisations understand its immense value. Whether you manage branch
offices, loT devices, or high-speed connectivity, this guide reveals why the 1200 Series is indispensable for modern

enterprises.
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The New Standard in Network Security

From Reactive to Proactive: The Al Revolution in Cybersecurity

Traditional firewalls are no longer sufficient. Cyber adversaries are deploying sophisticated tools powered by Al to exploit vulnerabilities at
scale. In response, Cisco has integrated Al and ML into the 1200 Series, redefining what a firewall can achieve.

Key Features of Al Integration:

O\

SnortML Detection
Engine

Learns from traffic patterns
to identify and neutralise
zero-day threats with
exceptional precision

%

Cisco Al
Assistant

Encrypted Visibility
Engine (EVE)

Analyses encrypted traffic
without compromising privacy,
tackling one of the greatest
challenges in network security

Automates policy creation

and reporting, allowing IT
teams to concentrate on
strategic tasks

These Al-driven features elevate the 1200 Series from a reactive defence mechanism to a proactive security ally, ensuring your network

stays ahead of evolving threats.
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Building Resilience Through Automation

)
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The integration of Al does not just enhance threat detection; it
redefines operational efficiency. By automating repetitive tasks
such as log analysis and compliance reporting, the Cisco Secure

Firewall 1200 Series allows IT teams to redirect their focus towards
innovation.

For example, Al-powered recommendations help refine firewall

policies dynamically, adapting to emerging business needs without
manual intervention.
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Cisco Secure Firewall 1200
Series Models

Cisco Secure Firewall 1210CE
Compact and Capable

- Performance

& Best For

General-purpose branch office * Firewall throughput: 6.5 Gbps
security * IPSec VPN throughput: 5.0 Gbps

23 Interfaces &’ Scalability
8x 1000BASE-T Gigabit Handles up to 200K concurrent
Ethernet ports sessions, ensuring reliability for

growing networks
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Cisco Secure Firewall 1210CP

Power Meets Security

1 Performance

i Best For

Branch offices with loT Matches the 1210CE but adds
ecosystems requiring Power PoE capabilities
over Ethernet (PoE)

& Unique Feature [ Applications

Four PoE ports delivering up to 30W Ideal for industries such as
per port, ideal for powering loT devices healthcare and retail, where
like cameras and access points loT deployments are extensive
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Cisco Secure Firewall 1220CX
High-Performance Champion

& Best For

Data-intensive environments
demanding high throughput and
advanced connectivity

=3l |Interfaces

Includes 2x 10Gbps SFP+ ports
for fiber connectivity

Each model is designed to meet specific enterprise needs, ensuring scalability without compromise. With these options, businesses can
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-l Performance

* Firewall throughput: 15 Gbps
* |[PSec VPN throughput: 10 Gbps

@,—" Future-Ready

Supports advanced traffic
segmentation and large-scale data
transfers, making it ideal for
financial and media enterprises

select the perfect fit based on performance demands and operational requirements.
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Intelligence Meets Simplicity

Unified Policy Deployment

The 1200 Series simplifies security management with centralised

tools like the Cisco Secure Firewall Management Center (FMC). . .

Deploy unified policies across hundreds of branches in a single y ' z Il || H I
Ny . . I! :ﬂ; 1r| HI I II

step. ensuring consistency and compliance.

This centralised approach enhances visibility, enabling IT
administrators to monitor the entire network from a single console.
Moreover, granular controls allow for tailored security policies to
address unique branch-specific challenges.

Al-Powered Efficiency

Tasks such as policy creation, optimisation, and reporting are
automated, saving countless hours for IT teams. The Cisco Al
Assistant analyses network behaviour to suggest actionable
improvements, streamlining operations.

For example, it can identify redundant rules or misconfigurations
and recommend fixes in real-time.
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Seamless Integration with Cloud and
On-Prem Solutions

The 1200 Series offers flexible deployment options—whether
managed on-premises or via Cisco Security Cloud Control.
This adaptability ensures that organisations can transition
between cloud and physical environments without
disruption, maintaining security and operational efficiency.
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Performance Beyond Expectations

The Hardware Advantage

Compact Yet Powerful Enhanced Connectivity Energy Efficiency
Despite its small form factor, the Models like the 1220CX include Consumes as little as 40W, making it
1200 Series delivers up to 15 Gbps SFP+ ports for high-speed fiber both eco-friendly and cost-effective
firewall throughput connections

Real-World Performance

Imagine a financial services firm processing sensitive data across In high-stakes environments, such as media production or stock
multiple branches. The 1200 Series ensures encrypted traffic is trading, the 1220CX's superior throughput ensures uninterrupted
inspected without latency, maintaining compliance and security. workflows, even during data spikes.

For retail chains, the PoE capabilities of the 1210CP simplify loT
deployments, powering devices like surveillance cameras directly
from the firewall.
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Scaling Securely with loT and Hybrid Work

As enterprises embrace |oT and hybrid work models, network demands grow exponentially. The 1200 Series is built to handle this evolution:

loT Security
Protect connected

devices with advanced

threat defence and PoE

capabilities

.

~

/
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o

g=)

Hybrid Work Suppob

Secure VPN connectivity
ensures remote workers
access corporate resources
safely

/

Streamlining Multi-Branch Management

For organisations managing hundreds of branches, the ability to standardise
policies and gain centralised visibility is transformative. The 1200 Series offers
tools to monitor, troubleshoot, and optimise performance across all locations,

reducing operational complexity.

~

Scalability

‘®

Supports up to 300K
concurrent sessions
(1220CX), ensuring smooth
operations even during peak

usage /
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Why the Cisco Secure Firewall 1200 Series Matters

Key Differentiators

Al-Driven Intelligence

Proactive threat detection and
automated management

Performance Excellence

Industry-leading throughput and
scalability

Flexible Management Options

On-premises or cloud-based management
tailored to enterprise needs

The Ultimate Guide to the Cisco Secure Firewall 1200 Series | 19



PROACTIVE
DATA SYSTEMS

Converged Network Specialists

The Business Impact

For distributed enterprises, the 1200 Series offers not
just security but a strategic advantage. By simplifying
operations, reducing latency, and enhancing scalability,

it empowers organisations to focus on growth rather
than infrastructure challenges.

~

Sustainability in Spotlight

With low power consumption and efficient resource
utilisation, the 1200 Series aligns with sustainability
goals. Enterprises can reduce their carbon footprint
while maintaining top-tier security.
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A Firewall for the Future

The Cisco Secure Firewall 1200 Series is more than a firewall: it's
a cornerstone of modern enterprise security. Combining
advanced Al capabilities with robust performance and
management tools, it addresses the challenges of today while

preparing organisations for the demands of tomorrow.

At Proactive Data Systems, we're committed to helping you
harness the full potential of the 1200 Series. With our expertise in
deployment and support, securing your network has never been

easier.

Think Intelligence. Think Security. Think Proactive.

Conclusion
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